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Life Threatening Complications!! 
(Post Endodontic Therapy Risks) 

 
 

 
 
PLEASE READ!!!         LIFE THREATENING COMPLICATIONS WARNING... 
 
 
There are several patients every year in America that have life threatening dental 
infections. 
 
Please alert your dentist immediately if any of the following symptoms occur: 
(1) Pain  
(2) Swelling 
       *Visible swelling in your face 
       *Visible swelling around your eye 
       *Swelling in your throat 
       *Any swelling in your gums 
(3) DIFFICULTY SWALLOWING SPIT !!!!  (URGENT - GO TO EMERGENCY ROOM)    
(4) DIFFICULTY BREATHING !!!!                 (URGENT - GO TO EMERGENCY ROOM) 
      
 
Call or text the on-call dentist at this cell phone number: 
(Dr. Miamee 571-423-7945) 
 
 
If  you are experiencing difficulty swallowing spit, or difficulty breathing, then 
go straight to the Emergency Room. 
 
 
Sometimes the dentist completes the root canal in a normal manner with no 
expectation for complications. However, bacteria remains and spreads towards the 
eye (maxillary molars) or the throat (mandibular molars) through open tissue 
spaces that exist in-between our internal organs.  
 
These cases are very rare but yet they lead to life threatening infections: 
       *Maxillary molars     => infection of the brain 
       *Mandibular molars => infection of the throat which block the airway 
 
Please return to the dental office in exactly 24-48 hours for in-office follow up 
exam with the doctor who performed your procedure. 
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Instructions following root canal therapy 

(Endodontics) 
 
 
 
 

 
Discomfort should be expected following the procedure for the first week to ten days and is 
usually worse the first 24 hours. If the infection is severe or the tooth was very painful prior 
to the procedure, the discomfort will last longer. Analgesics (Tylenol, Motrin, Advil) are 
usually sufficient. Take your medication as prescribed and if the discomfort does not reduce 
after two days, contact the office. If you have been given a prescription for antibiotic 
medication, begin taking as directed immediately following the procedure. 
 
Swelling: Contact the office if swelling develops or does not reduce. Complete the 
antibiotic medication if one was prescribed. 
 
Eating: Avoid chewing on the tooth. If the tooth contacts the opposing tooth when you bite 
your teeth together or grind your teeth together (without food), contact the office 
immediately. The doctor can adjust the temporary filling in the tooth so that the contact is 
minimized.  
 
Temporary filling:  The soft filling n the middle of the tooth may chip off or wash away. If 
this is not trapping food or disturbing your tongue AND if your next visit is scheduled soon 
after this occurs (within one week), you can have it corrected at your next visit. If the root 
canal treatment is completed and you are waiting for your restorative appointment for the 
post buildup and crown, contact the office if the temporary filling has come out to have it 
replaced. It is important that the finished root canal not become re-infected through 
possible leakage of bacteria and food. 
 
Completion of treatment may require additional visits. It is essential that you not miss your 
next scheduled appointment so that the doctor does not have to repeat the treatment 
completed today. Also, If completion is delayed too long, the procedure may have to be 
restarted requiring additional time and cost. 
 
If you have failed to return for the recommended visits and have allowed too much 
time lapse in between your visits and the root canal treatment must be started over 
again, you will be responsible for all previous charges and all additional charges 
involved in the completion of the root canal treatment. 
 
Prosthetic treatment (crown) is recommended shortly following the completion of the root 
canal treatment. Since the remaining tooth structure is generally compromised and fragile, 
it is important that the tooth is protected as soon as possible with a crown. Failure to do so 
may result in the further breakdown of the tooth and possibly loss of the tooth. Protect the 
investment you have made in saving your tooth by promptly scheduling your appointment 
for restorative care.  
 


